A World of Learning
2006 Wikipedia CD Selection
A Schools Global Citizen Resource from SOS Children

The contents includes:

549 Wikipedia articles on places, including countries and capital cities

599 Wikipedia articles on plants and animals (including crops, and dinosaurs!)

457 Wikipedia articles on science including the Weather and Space

405 Wikipedia articles on general knowledge: including many "featured" articles

An alphabetical index of all articles on the CD

A complete copy of the SOS Children website with details of projects in 125 countries


In total the CD has 2011 articles, more than 8000 images and over 3.5 million words (equivalent to a 4,000 page book in text alone). You can use the topic indexes to find your way around but the best way is perhaps to pick and article and follow the links to other topics embedded in the text: for example, good starting places are Africa, Insect, The Solar System, Tsunami or Apple.

These articles have been hand-picked from Wikipedia, tidied up (by deletion only, not alteration), checked for plausibility and suitability (by volunteers, whom we gratefully acknowledge) and put together in a form suitable for publication on a CD. We believe the overall quality of the articles we have selected is very good, with a slightly higher rate of typos than typical for an equivalent sized book, but more typical of higher quality internet sites. We have not altered the article content (even though our volunteer was certain that peafowl were Polygamous NOT Polygynous)! We have left some minor typos and other possible minor errors where on balance the content was worthy of inclusion nonetheless. The articles have been chosen (out of around 800,000 on the www.wikipedia.org website) for quality, suitability and interest to children between the ages of about 8-15, and are intended to help children become more aware of the world around them.
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Copyright and Disclaimer

This CD contains a selection of content from Wikipedia, and content from SOS Children

The CD made be copied in entirety, but restrictions apply to the use of content. The content from Wikipedia is subject to the GNU Free Documentation License , or in the case of some images other licenses. The original authors or creators of content and images from Wikipedia may be found by going to the article in the English Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page) with the same article name and tracing content via the page history. The content from SOS Children's Villages may not be used in any form (except intact as a unit with this content) without permission. Please contact us if you want to copy it (in the case of certain photographs SOS Children's Villages itself does not own copyright outright). 2006 WikiPedia CD Selection is provided without profit for the general education of children, and is intended to be fit for that purpose. It is NOT intended to guide chemistry experiments, as a guide to poisonous plants, as a medical guide or to be used in any way as a basis for behaviour. Volunteers have looked through the content but no party involved in this CD takes any responsibility or liability for the content. If you find any errors please report them to wikipedia-cd@soschildren.org and we will correct them as soon as possible.

Wikipedia itself has the following disclaimer, which also applies
WIKIPEDIA MAKES NO GUARANTEE OF VALIDITY Wikipedia is an online open-content encyclopedia, that is, a voluntary association of individuals and groups who are developing a common resource of human knowledge. Its structure allows any individual with an Internet connection and World Wide Web browser to alter the content found here. Therefore, please be advised that nothing found here has necessarily been reviewed by professionals who are knowledgeable in the particular areas of expertise necessary to provide you with complete, accurate or reliable information about any subject in Wikipedia.

That's not to say that you won't find much valuable and accurate information at Wikipedia, however please be advised that Wikipedia CANNOT guarantee, in any way whatsoever, the validity of the information found here. It may recently have been changed, vandalized or altered by someone whose opinion does not correspond with the state of knowledge in the particular area you are interested in learning about.

        None of the authors, contributors, sponsors, administrators, sysops, or anyone else connected with Wikipedia in any way whatsoever can be responsible for the appearance of any inaccurate or libelous information or your use of the information contained in or linked from these web pages. 

Please make sure that you understand that the information provided here is being provided free and gratuitously, and that no kind of agreement or contract is created between you and the owners or users of this site, the owners of the servers upon which it is housed, the individual Wikipedia contributors, any project administrators, sysops or anyone else who is in any way connected with this project or sister projects subject to your claims against them directly. You are being granted a limited license to copy anything from this site; it does not create or imply any contractual or extracontractual liability on the part of Wikipedia or any of its agents, members, organizers or other users.

Any of the trademarks, service marks, collective marks, design rights, personality rights or similar rights that are mentioned, used or cited in the articles of the Wikipedia encyclopedia are the property of their respective owners. Their use here does not imply that you may use them for any other purpose other than for the same or a similar informational use as contemplated by the original authors of these Wikipedia articles under the GFDL licensing scheme. Unless otherwise stated Wikipedia and Wikimedia sites are neither endorsed nor affiliated with any of the holders of any such rights and as such Wikipedia can not grant any rights to use any otherwise protected materials. Your use of any such or similar incorporeal property is at your own risk.

Please note that that the information found here may be in violation of the laws of the country or jurisdiction from where you are viewing this information. Wikipedia does not encourage the violation of any laws, but as this information was created on a server in the State of Florida in the United States of America, it is was created in reference to the protections afforded to all under the United States Constitution's First Amendment and under the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of the United Nations. The laws in your country may not recognize as broad a protection of free speech as the laws of the United States or the principles under the UN Charter, and as such, Wikipedia cannot be responsible for any potential violations of such laws should you link to this domain or use any of the information contained herein in anyway whatsoever.

    If you need specific advice (for example, medical, legal, financial, or risk management) please seek a professional who is licensed or knowledgable in that area. 

    Wikipedia is not uniformly peer reviewed; while readers may correct errors or remove erroneous suggestions they have no legal duty to do so and thus all information read here is without any implied warranty of fitness for any purpose or use whatsoever. 

No consequential damages can be sought against Wikipedia, as it is a voluntary association of individuals developed freely to create various open source online educational, cultural and informational resources. This information is being given to you gratuitously and there is no agreement or understanding between you and Wikipedia regarding your use or modification of this information beyond the GNU Free Documentation License. .

